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a hideous wooden idol. Smith gave the order to lire. Four
savages fell, and with them their painted doll. The others
fled, but soon returned with a humble request for the return of
their sacred idol. Captain Smith saw at once that the painted
image was worth a treasure to him. He promised to give it
up provided only that six unarmed natives should come forward
and load his boat with corn, and any other provisions they
might have. So in a little while the Indians came loaded with
venison, turkeys, and bread. The boat was filled until it could
hold no more in safety, and Captain Smith then returned the idol
with a few presents, and, parting from the natives with signs
of goodwill, returned to the fort with his welcome supplies.

Not long after this Captain Smith set out on another
journey, this time to explore one of the tributaries of the James
River, called the Chickahominy. He took about a dozen men
with him, and a good supply of beads, hatchets, and other
things to barter with the redskins. After travelling up the
river for some fifty miles they were stopped by the undergrowth,
and John Smith decided to push on in a canoe with two men
named Robinson and Emry. He gave instructions that the
others were not to stray away from the boat, as there was no
knowing how many Indians might be concealed in the woods.
These orders were disregarded, and no sooner was their
Captain's back turned than the men went on shore to shoot
wild birds. Before long they were attacked by the wild men
of the woods. Perceiving their danger before it was yet too
late, the reckless fellows made a rush for the boat, and all but
one reached it in safety. A man named George Cassen fell
into the hands of the savages. They demanded to know in
what direction his captain had gone, and the unhappy wretch,
wishing to save his life, pointed out the way. But this did not
avail him, and he suffered a horrible death. They first scalped
and skinned him, then lashed him to a tree and burnt him
alive.

Meanwhile Captain Smith and his companions, unaware of
this tragedy, had made their way up the river for some dis-
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